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SUBJECT: CERP/EAL: SOVIET DELEGATION DISCUSSES POSSIBLE JOINT 
VENTURE FISHING OPERATION WITH LIBERIA 

1. LOCAL PRESS REPORTED MAY 31 THAT SOVIET TEAM HEADED BY 
DIRECTOR, MINISTRY OF FISHERIES DEPARTMENT COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 
V.G. LIPANOV, AND INCLUDING ALEXANDER S. BELOV (SENIOR 
ECONOMIST, MINISTRY OF FISHERIES DEPARTMENT EXTERNAL 
RELATIONS), A.S. BABAEV (PRESIDENT, RUSSIAN COMMERCIAL 

FISHING CORPORATION), AND FNU TSURANOV (DEPUTY HEAD OF 
MINISTRY OF FISHERIES INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT) IN MONROVIA 
TO DISCUSS POSSIBILITY USSR-LIBERIA JOINT FISHING VENTURE 
WITH MINISTRY AGRICULTURE. PRESS ALSO REPORTED THAT USSR 
FISHING VESSEL AND CARGO VESSEL NOW IN MONROVIA HAD BROUGHT 
300 TONS FISH AS GIFT TO LIBERIAN PEOPLE. 

2. LIPANOV QUOTED AS SAYING USSR PREPARED ASSIST LIBERIAN 
GOVERNMENT ESTABLISH NATIONAL FISHING INDUSTRY, STUDY 
RESOURCES OF LIBERIAN FISHERY, AND TRAIN LIBERIAN FISHERMEN 
ON SOVIET TRAWELERS. MADE SPECIAL POINT OF TRAINING OFFER, 
SAYING THAT IT WOULD BE VALUABLE SINCE IN NEAR FUTURE 
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GAVE AS EXAMPLE SOVIET ASSISTANCE THE CUBAN FISHING FLEET 
AND FISHING PORT DEVELOPED WITH SOVIET AID. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY WONDERS IF GOVERNMENT TO GOVERNMENT 
PROGRAM AS ENVISIONED BY LIPANOV COULD FLOAT IN LIBERIA. 
PRESENT LUCRATIVE FISHING MONOPOLY OPERATED BY MESURADO 
CORPORATION WHICH MAJORITY OWNED BY PRESIDENT TOLBERT'S 
BROTHER, FINANCE MINISTER STEPHEN TOLBERT, WHO DOES NOT 
WELCOME COMPETITION. STILL, THIS ANOTHER INDICATION THAT 
SOVIETS SERIOUSLY LOOKING FOR ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS SO AS 
PAY THEIR DUES IN LIBERIAN CLUB. 
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